
Fr. Martin’s Reflection – April 14, 2024 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  

The theme of our readings this week is: Redemption, Forgiveness, and Proclamation. The scriptures are 
filled with passages that illuminate the themes of redemption, forgiveness, and the proclamation of divine 
truths. Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 John 2:1-5; and Luke 24:35-48 are key scriptures that capture these profound 
concepts. Through these verses we gain insight into the transformative power of faith, the boundless 
mercy of God, and the commission to share the Gospel message with the world. 
  

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 narrates the healing of a crippled man by Peter and John at the temple gate. Peter 
seizes this miraculous moment to address the gathered crowd, proclaiming the name of Jesus Christ as 
the source of healing and salvation. He boldly declares, "The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God 
of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus" (Acts 3:13). Peter emphasizes that the people acted in 
ignorance when they crucified Jesus, highlighting the depth of God's forgiveness and redemption. He urges 
them to repent and turn to God, assuring them of the blessings that accompany sincere repentance. 
  

1 John 2:1-5 delves into the role of Jesus Christ as our advocate with the Father. The passage conveys the 
assurance that even when we falter and sin, Jesus stands as a righteous advocate on our behalf. It 
underscores the importance of obedience to God's commandments as a demonstration of our love for 
Him. The apostle John writes, "But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them" 
(1 John 2:5). This passage intertwines the themes of forgiveness, obedience, and love, portraying a holistic 
understanding of the Christian journey. 
  

In Luke 24:35-48, Jesus appears to His disciples after His resurrection, solidifying their faith and 
commissioning them to spread the Gospel. He opens their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
emphasizing the fulfillment of prophecies concerning His death and resurrection. Jesus then instructs 
them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all    nations" (Luke 24:46-47). This 
passage captures the core message of redemption through Christ's sacrifice and the subsequent call to 
proclaim this message globally. 
  

Collectively, these passages weave a narrative of divine grace, mercy, and mission. They depict a God who 
offers redemption to the repentant, forgiveness to the contrite heart, and a purposeful mission to share 
His love and truth with humanity. The foundational principles of faith, obedience, and proclamation 
resonate throughout, inviting us to embody these virtues in our walk with God. 
  

In conclusion, Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 John 2:1-5; and Luke 24:35-48 serve as pillars of biblical wisdom, 
guiding believers towards a deeper understanding of redemption, forgiveness, and the call to proclaim the 
Gospel. These passages    inspire reflection, gratitude, and a renewed commitment to live out the teachings 
of Christ in a world in need of His transformative power. 
  

Let us realize our redemption through Christ, let us always seek Christ’s forgiveness, and then let us go and 
share this redemption and forgiveness with the world. 
  

Have a blessed week. 
  

  

  

Fr. Martin   


